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Research Background: 
There is a long history of self-built extensions to timber houses in the inner city suburbs of Brisbane. These 
have, over the years, been largely unregulated and uncertified by Council. None the less such projects provide 
valuable, and at times delightful, additions to the domestic building stock of the city. Such additions are also 
tailored to the specific needs of the occupants, who are usually the builders. This project explores how such 
(formerly) un-regulated and owner-user driven practice might be replicated/accomplished within appropriate 
regulatory frameworks of the contemporary construction industry. 
 
Description: 
This project is a 40m
2
 timber framed extension to an existing timber house, on a small lot in an inner city 
suburb. The project was the result of a non-traditional collaboration between client, builder, and architect. The 
collaboration took the form of explorations in the documentation of timber framed domestic construction, such 
that aspects of the project might be designed and constructed by any of the three participating parties. 
Documentation was deliberately vague and un-finalised, in order for all parties to participate in the design 
resolution of the project as it progressed. Construction was completed in 2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
Studies of contextual character 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Studies of vernacular character 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Record of Construction Discussions
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
